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" Society, but it is also the root of many of the
" evils and the cause of *so much misery now met
" with in India. In other respects, also, the
" descent from the ideal of the Shasthras to the
sf actual of modern India is sufficient to drive a
" reformer to despair/1

It is true that the East India Company, when
the government of the country came by necessity
into their hands, had some vague notion that
the people of India would be legislatively con-
trolled by British agents up to a certain point,
and that when this given point was reached the
eventual government of the country would devolve
upon the educated heads of communities, leaving
the Anglo-Saxons free to return home to look
after their own affairs. "Whatever that strategic
and diplomatic point may have been in. the im-
agination of John Company, it has certainly
never been reached.

In spite of the increasing educational facilities
provided by the British Government, the masses
of the people are still ignorant : India is still
a divided nation ; the caste system of the
Hindus, although fulfilling many useful functions,